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April 22, 2025 

 

 

 

The Honorable James Comer 

United States House of Representatives 

2410 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

Dear Representative Comer: 

 

I am writing in support of the City of Oak Grove’s request for FY 2026 Community Project Funding in 

the Environmental Protection Agency – State and Tribal Assistance Grants category for the Oak Grove 

Water Infrastructure Project. This project involves construction of a new 16-inch ductile iron water 

line across Interstate 24, a new 12-inch ductile iron water main connecting to the new 16-inch line and 

extending eastward along Carneal Lane, and a new 500,000-gallon composite elevated water storage 

tank that will serve the new Buc-ee’s that will be constructed in Oak Grove. The estimated total cost of 

the project is $9.5 million. 

 

The construction of Buc-ee’s will bring an estimated total capital investment of approximately $50 

million and will create approximately 175 new permanent jobs. The project will also generate annual 

payroll of $9 million and create significant construction impact for the local economy. Additionally, 

the project will help improve water service to residents, with pressure increasing for over half of the 

residential customers, and capacity creation for new home construction. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. If you need anything else let me know.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Walker Thomas 

State Representative  

District 8 
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